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“Lanterns” - Gray Organschi Architecture w/ Reed Hilderbrand (landscape architects) - Connecticut, 2009   
(Architect magazine “Annual Design Review” merit award, published in Nov. 2010 issue) 

The architecture was fabricated away from the site during landscape construction in order to meet a compressed schedule. The boxes 
and solar shade were delivered and installed with the necessary foundations coordinated and pre-installed by the landscape contractor. 

The boxes and canopy are positioned to form a room around a pool, nicely situated within a larger landscape which includes a dense 
garden and pastoral meadow-like backyard. The boxes are constructed of lvl ribs and sheathed in a tight joint oak siding. An intricately 
woven lattice screen shrouds the boxes in the winter transforming them from large loungers into night time lanterns. The canopy was 
sewn out of state and is hung on a wire rope with marine blocks and shackles. It manually retracts in three bays with variable summer sun 
shine, and de-mounts along with the columns during the winter months.

Acting as project manager, my responsibilities included designing with the principal in charge, landscape architects, and client. I coordi-
nated fabrication and installation working with a wood craftsman, carpenters, masons, steel machinist, structural engineers, lighting 
designer, electricians, plumber, and landscape contractor. Finally, I coordinated workers and was a laborer during foundation site work 
and lounger, shower, and solar shade installation.

opposite: landscape site work prior to architecture installation 39

Stone wall and teak counterStone wall and teak counter Wood latticeWood lattice Solar Canopy fabricSolar Canopy fabric



Outdoor Pool Pavilion, Westport, Connecticut, 2008-Outdoor Pool Pavilion, Westport, Connecticut, 2008-
2009. 2009. Outdoor furniture, shower, and solar canopy that Outdoor furniture, shower, and solar canopy that 
pre-fabricated offsite during landscape construction. The pre-fabricated offsite during landscape construction. The 
architecture is positioned to form a room around a pool, situated architecture is positioned to form a room around a pool, situated 
within a dense garden and pastoral meadow-like yard. within a dense garden and pastoral meadow-like yard. 

The furniture pieces are constructed of laminated veneer lumber The furniture pieces are constructed of laminated veneer lumber 
(LVL) structural ribs and sheathed in a tight match joint oak (LVL) structural ribs and sheathed in a tight match joint oak 
siding. An intricately woven wood lattice screen shrouds the siding. An intricately woven wood lattice screen shrouds the 
boxes in the winter transforming them from outdoor furniture to boxes in the winter transforming them from outdoor furniture to 
night time lanterns. night time lanterns. 

The canopy was sewn by an industrial sail company and hung The canopy was sewn by an industrial sail company and hung 
using stainless steel wire rope and marine blocks and shackles. using stainless steel wire rope and marine blocks and shackles. 
The shade manually retracts into three bays with variable The shade manually retracts into three bays with variable 
summer sun and demounts along with the columns to store summer sun and demounts along with the columns to store 
during the winter monthsduring the winter months.

Project & Construction Manager, Project & Construction Manager, Schematic Design - Schematic Design - 
Construction AdministrationConstruction Administration
235 SF (22 SQM)235 SF (22 SQM)

**Architect Magazine “Annual Design Review” merit Architect Magazine “Annual Design Review” merit 
award, 2010award, 2010
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Lounger section (LVL structural ribs and white oak tight joint siding atop pre-installed footings; lighting, planted roof and cushion also shown)

Outdoor furniture sectionOutdoor furniture section



Lounger section (LVL structural ribs and white oak tight joint siding atop pre-installed footings; lighting, planted roof and cushion also shown)



Lounger screen (wood lattice w/ stainless steel spacers and threaded rod; inset with polygal panel in steel angle frame)

Wood lattice elevationWood lattice elevation
Enclosed furniture pieces (Enclosed furniture pieces (oppositeopposite))



Lounger screen (wood lattice w/ stainless steel spacers and threaded rod; inset with polygal panel in steel angle frame)



Outdoor shower plan (lattice screen exterior, 2x4 stud wall, polygal interior; plumbing and point of use water heater in wall cavity and under ipe deck)Outdoor shower plan (lattice screen exterior, 2x4 stud wall, polygal interior; plumbing and point of use water heater in wall cavity and under ipe deck)

Outdoor shower PlanOutdoor shower Plan
Outdoor shower and terraced landscape (Outdoor shower and terraced landscape (oppositeopposite))



Outdoor shower plan (lattice screen exterior, 2x4 stud wall, polygal interior; plumbing and point of use water heater in wall cavity and under ipe deck)

Outdoor shower at nightOutdoor shower at night
((Image CreditImage Credit: Bo Crocket): Bo Crocket)



Solar Shade, retractable and demountable (sand blasted s.s. column and tie anchored to pre-installed footings, wire rope with marine blocks, shackles, and fabric)

Solar Shade, retractable and demountable (sand blasted s.s. column and tie anchored to pre-installed footings, wire rope with marine blocks, shackles, and fabric)

Solar canopy shade and structureSolar canopy shade and structure
View to backyard landscape (View to backyard landscape (oppositeopposite))



Solar Shade, retractable and demountable (sand blasted s.s. column and tie anchored to pre-installed footings, wire rope with marine blocks, shackles, and fabric)


